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Coming together 
is a beginning. 
Keeping together 
is progress. 
Working together  
is success.” 
Henry Ford

We wish to acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the  

Whadjuk people of the Noongar nation, and pay respects to their  

Elders past, present and emerging.

“
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After a lifetime of research in neuropathology, I am proud 
of the ongoing work that the Perron Institute champions. 
Neuromuscular disorders are prevalent, disastrous and 
costly to the community but those costs cannot be 
measured solely in economic terms, emotional effects 
must also be considered. Our cutting edge scientists lead 
the way in translating science into effective treatment.”
Emeritus Professor Byron Kakulas AO
Perron Institute Founding Director
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Our Story

STRONG FOUNDATIONS OF  
DISCOVERY AND INNOVATION

The Perron Institute’s achievements in the neurosciences 
field span almost four decades.

The Western Australian-based 
Institute conducts leading 
edge research across a broad 
spectrum of conditions, among 
them stroke, Parkinson’s, motor 
neurone disease, muscular 
dystrophy, myositis and  
multiple sclerosis.

The Institute had its beginnings 
in the research success and 
vision of our Founding Director 
Emeritus Professor Byron 
Kakulas AO. From early in 
his career, he believed that 
exploring and understanding  
the origins of disease was the 
key to finding ways to treat  
and cure. 

In the 1960s Professor Kakulas 
made a momentous discovery 
that degenerated muscle could 
regenerate in the Rottnest  
Island quokka. This ultimately  
led to the development of 
ground breaking molecular 
genetic treatments for 
Duchenne muscular dystrophy. 
The game changing technology 
is now being applied to other 
conditions such as motor 
neurone disease, multiple 
sclerosis, diabetes and even 
COVID-19 infections.

As part of the next phase of our 
evolution, we are investigating 
individual genomes of people to 
personalise medicines and tailor 
responsiveness to treatment.

VISION

Our vision is to 
positively change 
lives and make 
a difference 
by continuing 
to drive our 
research 
translation 
forward, and 
develop new 
discoveries 
and treatments 
for community 
benefit.

VALUES
 Integrity
 Respect
 Responsibility
 Excellence
 Community

These values guide all our 
activities and are in keeping with 
those of our longstanding and 
highly respected supporters,  
the late Stan Perron AC and  
his family.

Over the past few years,  
the Perron Institute has 
experienced exceptional 
growth, with the recruitment of 
leading scientists from around 
the world. This expansion was 
made possible by a generous 
commitment totalling $10million 
over ten years from the Stan 
Perron Charitable Foundation.

We greatly value and are proud 
of our close and enduring link 
with the Perron family and in 
2017, the Western Australian 
Neuroscience Research Institute 
was re-named the Perron 
Institute for Neurological and 
Translational Science.

Perron Institute02



Pictured above: Emeritus Professor Byron Kakulas AO

We are proud of the Perron 
Institute for Neurological 
and Translational Science 
and the work it does for 
the Western Australian 
community and beyond. 
They are developing life 
changing treatments for 
people living with various 
neurological conditions 
around the world.

My father was involved  
with the Institute for 
decades, so much so that  
he offered his name to them 
as a tribute to the work they 
do and to the successes 
they have achieved over 
many years.”

Elizabeth Perron 
Chair, Stan Perron Charitable Foundation

A major focus over the past 
year has been enhancing 
the Perron Institute’s 
profile within the Western 
Australian community.” 

Emeritus Professor Alan Robson AO CitWA
Chair, Perron Institute

OUR PATRONS
The Honourable Kim Beazley AC, 
Governor of Western Australia

Professor Lyn Beazley AO FTSE
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Research  
Collaboration

The Perron Institute continues 
to develop its research program, 
targeting a wide range of challenging 
neurological disorders. 

An extensive network of 
collaborations with universities, 
hospitals, service organisations 
and other research institutes 
nationally and internationally 
is a key factor in the Institute’s 
significant contribution to 
understanding neurological 
diseases and developing 
treatments in areas of  
unmet need.

Working together, we are 
building a neuroscientific 

centre of excellence in 
Western Australia to benefit 
the community and the State’s 
economic growth.

The Perron Institute has 
expanded significantly in the last 
five years, creating an integrated 
research organisation providing 
leadership, clinical and research 
expertise to achieve a better 
quality of life for people with 
neurological conditions. 

WE’VE 
CONSOLIDATED  

OUR POSITION AS AN 
INTERNATIONALLY 

CONNECTED 
ORGANISATION. 

454
research institutes

224
cities

105
Australian universities, 
hospitals and medical 

research institutes 

44
countries 

66
Higher Degree by 

Research (HDR) students, 
including 51 PhDs and 12 

supervised overseas

Pictured above (left to right): 3 Minute Thesis competition students and judges; The Hon. Kim 
Beazley AC, PhD student Leanne Jiang and Professor Anthony Akkari
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RECENT RECOGNITION
  Professors Steve Wilton and 

Sue Fletcher and Founding 
Director Emeritus Professor 
Byron Kakulas AO were 
acknowledged by the new 
Western Australian Museum 
Boola Bardip which opened 
in 2020. Items relating to 
their outstanding research 
achievements are on display  
in the Innovations Gallery.  
A well-deserved recognition 
and honouring of 
extraordinary innovation, 
perseverance and 
achievement. 

  Professor Bryant Stokes AO, 
former Board member and 
key instigator of the Sarich 
Neuroscience building in 
which we are housed, was 
recognised in the 2020 
Queen’s Birthday Honours.

  World-renowned Clinical 
Professor William (Bill) Carroll 
AM (Perron Institute and  
Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital) 
was honoured as a Western 
Australian nominee for  
2021 Australian of the Year.

  Dr Alex Tang (UWA and 
Perron Institute) received the 
Perron Institute 2020 Aspire 
Award and Ms Kristin Ham and 
Dr Craig McIntosh (Murdoch 
University and Perron Institute) 
received the City of Perth 
2020 Aspire award. 

  Associate Professor Jenny 
Rodger MSWA Research 
Fellow (University of Western 
Australia and Perron Institute) 
and PhD student Leanne 
Jiang have both received 
UWA Teaching Awards.

In 2019, the Perron Institute became the first interstate affiliate of 
Neurosciences Victoria. The following year, we became a member of 
the Australian Association of Medical Research Institutes and now form 
part of the WA arm of that organisation. We are also a member of the 
Western Australian Health Translation Network and Life Sciences WA. 

One of the strengths of the Perron Institute is its commitment to 
working collaboratively with universities to increase research capacity. 
The Institute has highly productive partnerships with all major WA 
universities. Also, we have strong and growing relationships with  
MSWA, Parkinson’s WA and other non-government health organisations. 
We value these supportive links. Medical research is expensive and 
highly competitive and the more we can collaborate, the greater our 
collective capacity to undertake cutting-edge research.”
Emeritus Professor Alan Robson AO CitWA
Perron Institute Chair

Pictured above (top to bottom): Innovations Gallery at the WA Museum Boola Bardip; Dr Alex Tang; Dr Craig McIntosh and Ms Kristin Ham  
with the City of Perth 2020 Aspire Award.
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The Perron Institute 
has expanded 
enormously in size 
and scope since 
2015. The numbers 
of researchers and 
annual publications 
more than doubled. 
The number of PhD 
students more than 
quadrupled.”
Professor Steve Wilton  
Perron Institute Director 

“

RESEARCH COLLABORATION MAP

Perron Institute06
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PARTNERS  
AND SUPPORTERS
MSWA
We are proud to partner  
with MSWA as one of Western 
Australia’s leading service 
providers for multiple sclerosis 
and other neurological 
disorders.

The continued funding received 
by MSWA is of prime importance 
in enabling the Perron Institute to 
deliver outcomes in our research 
streams. The financial support 
provides our researchers with the 
opportunity to continue with their 
specific areas of investigation.

FightMND
In 2020, FightMND, Australia's 
leading independent funder 
of MND research, supported 
our Motor Neurone Disease 
Genetics and Therapeutics 
Research group (Perron Institute 
and Murdoch University) for the 
development of novel molecules 
for motor neurone disease. 

The Perron Institute received 
$1million in funding to 
collaborate with researchers at 
the Florey Institute in Melbourne.

Association 
collaboration
The Perron Institute works with 
key neurological associations 
and service providers in 
Western Australia. These include 
MSWA, Muscular Dystrophy WA, 
Parkinson’s WA, Epilepsy WA 
and the Motor Neurone Disease 
Association of WA.

Our new facilities
Our new laboratories and 
facilities enable us to expand 
our research capability and 
skillsets across the range of 
work we undertake on a wide 
range of neurological conditions. 
This encourages collaboration 
and allows us to attract talented 
and high achieving students 
and researchers locally and 
internationally. 

Giumelli Family  
MND Laboratory
Jim Giumelli, founder of WA 
engineering contractor Ertech, 
has provided significant support 
for our motor neurone disease 
(MND) research and facilities and 
we named the Giumelli Family 
MND Laboratory in his honour.

Electrophysiology 
Laboratory
In 2020, our electrophysiology 
rooms were completed. Used 
for brain plasticity research 
and investigating recovery 
after injury, they are the only 
laboratories of their kind in 
Western Australia.

GMA Garnet Group 
Laboratory
Thanks to the generosity of the 
GMA Garnet Group, in particular, 
Founder and Executive 
Chairman Torsten Ketelsen, we 
were able to open the second 
stage of our laboratories in 
November 2020. Facilities 
include our histology and 
microscopy rooms and extended 
laboratory space. This stage 
followed the initial development 
completed in 2017. 

The Perron Institute is 
extremely grateful to our key 
supporters and others who have 
contributed to delivery of these 
major projects. 

Centre for Molecular 
Medicine and Innovative 
Therapeutics 
The Centre for Molecular 
Medicine and Innovative 
Therapeutics (CMMIT) is a  
joint Murdoch University and 
Perron Institute research centre. 
Based at Murdoch University, 
it was officially opened in 2019 
by our Patron, the Honourable 
Kim Beazley AC, Governor of 
Western Australia.

Research groups within CMMIT 
across both institutes are 
developing genetic therapies 
and nucleic acid therapeutics 
for neurodegenerative disorders 
such as motor neurone disease, 
multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s 
and myositis.

Perron Institute08



Pictured (clockwise from top left): Lewis Singleton, Dr Abigail Pfaff and Leanne Jiang; Marcus 
Stafford, Jennifer Rodger and Steve Arnott; CMMIT launch 2019; Perron Institute GMA Garnet 
Group Laboratory opening; Rakesh Veedu at CMMIT (image credit: Murdoch University)

There is so much  
we don’t understand 
about how the human 
brain works. 

Researchers at the 
Perron Institute are 
pioneers in this area 
of medical research, 
which is why we’re 
pleased to support 
their research 
aimed at achieving 
improved outcomes 
for people with 
other neurological 
conditions in 
Western Australia.”  
Marcus Stafford AM,  
MSWA CEO

09Research Collaboration
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KEY PILLARS
Over the next three years, our 
focus will be to build on the 
various platforms developed:

 Research and clinical 
excellence

 Translation of our research 
for community benefit

 Long term sustainability  
of the Institute

 Increased recognition of the 
Perron Institute’s work locally, 
nationally and internationally

We fund researchers at the Perron 
Institute because they are developing 
leading techniques for motor neurone 
disease therapeutic development.” 
Dr Bec Sheean,  
FightMND Research Director

Pictured (top to bottom): Neale Daniher and  
Steve Arnott at FightMND Research Symposium;  
PhD student Anastazja Gorecki 
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Translating Results 
into Community 
Benefit
The Perron Institute is a leader in 
delivering research outcomes to the 
international community. Research 
translation is part of our DNA.

OUR GOAL
Transforming results from the lab 
into community benefit, through 
discoveries and treatments is 
what we set out to achieve – 
safely and as quickly as possible. 

We are mindful that so many 
people around the world are 
suffering from diseases and 
disorders that as yet have no 
effective treatments. We know 
many people are hoping and 
waiting for research outcomes to 
become available.

Our scientists and clinicians are 
working to create the future of 
personalised, precision medicine 
by tackling global health 
challenges and tailoring therapies 
to specific groups and individuals.

Our clinics
Our on-site treatment clinics  
led by Manager Clinical Services 
Sue Walters are one of the  
Perron Institute’s key strengths. 
Our clinicians treat people with 
some of the most complex 

neurological disorders. An 
arrangement with Sir Charles 
Gairdner Hospital (SCGH) enables 
these specialised clinical services 
to be offered.

Our multidisciplinary clinic team 
includes consultant neurologists, 
physiotherapists, psychologists, 
nurses and other allied health 
professionals. 

Clinics include: Stroke, Multiple 
Sclerosis, Movement Disorders 
(including Parkinson’s), Motor 
Neurone Disease, Neuromuscular 
Conditions and Epilepsy.

Our Medical Director is Clinical 
Professor David Blacker.

Clinical Professor William (Bill) 
Carroll AM is a world-renowned 
neurologist at SCGH and MS 
clinician and researcher at the 
Perron Institute. 

Professor Carroll holds the 
prestigious position of President of 
the World Federation of Neurology.

Pictured (left): Sue Walters

AT A GLANCE

21  
treatment clinics  

per week

20 
clinical trials

13  
consultant  

neurologists

8  
neurologists leading  

research projects

2,900  
clinic visits annually

 11Translating Results into Community Benefit



RESEARCH ACTIVITIES  
AND ACHIEVEMENTS 
As Western Australia’s leading 
centre for neurological diseases 
research, the Perron Institute has 
a proud record of outstanding 
achievements of global 
significance. 

Other ground-breaking research 
targeting areas of unmet need is 
showing enormous potential for 
community benefit worldwide.  

Our research 
streams and areas
Our multidisciplinary research 
can be categorised broadly as:

  Diagnostic and Therapeutic 
Development

  Clinical Research

  Neurobiology Research

  Community Based Research

In 2020, we expanded our 
research base which now 
includes 16 research groups. 
Targeted conditions are:

  Stroke

  Parkinson’s 

  Multiple sclerosis

  Motor neurone disease

  Concussion and spinal  
cord injury

  Duchenne muscular 
dystrophy

  Genetic rare diseases (e.g. 
Huntington’s and myositis)

  Epilepsy (a new group 
established recently)

Clinical research
Multiple sclerosis 
Investigating the causes of 
multiple sclerosis to deliver 
improved treatments.

Professor Allan Kermode is 
working on several projects in 
collaboration with Professor Bill 

Carroll and the Demyelinating 
Diseases Research group. One of 
these is a UVB phototherapy trial 
in collaboration with Professor 
Prue Hart and the Telethon  
Kids Institute. They are 
investigating the fundamental 
mechanisms of multiple sclerosis 
to deliver novel treatments.

Inclusion body myositis trial
We are proud to be involved 
in the first multicentre 
international clinical trial 
for inclusion body myositis 
(Perron Institute and University 
of Notre Dame Australia).

The international multidisciplinary 
team for this major study 
comprises 26 investigators, and 
the trial itself will be conducted 
across 14 trial sites internationally. 
The Perron Institute is both the 
lead site and the sponsor of  
this trial. The team, led by 
Professor Merrilee Needham, 
received a $1.8million Federal 
Government grant.

Pictured (left to right): Professor Allan Kermode; Professor Bill Carroll; Professor Merrilee Needham; Associate Professor Jennifer Rodger; 
Professor Samar Aoun; Professor Minghao Zheng; Professor Sulev Koks

Perron Institute12



Depression
By understanding how the 
brain works, and how we 
can change it using magnetic 
stimulation, we are working  
to develop new evidence 
based protocols.

Associate Professor Jenny 
Rodger, Senior MSWA 
Research Fellow in Brain 
Plasticity at Perron Institute 
and UWA and her team are 
investigating mechanisms of 
brain plasticity and applying 
this understanding to improve 
brain function in healthy 
individuals, and in patients 
with neurological conditions. 
They are also addressing the 
development and repair of 
brain circuitry, providing insights 
into the potential treatments 
of depression, including 
repetitive transcranial magnetic 
stimulation. 

Palliative and  
Supportive Care 
Leading change, informing 
policy and Government 
initiatives.

Professor Samar Aoun (head 
of Palliative Care Research at 
Perron Institute and LaTrobe 
University) is highly influential 
for her research outcomes  
and leadership in the palliative 
care field. She strongly 
advocates for person-centred 
health and social care. 
Her research programs on 
supporting family caregivers 
at end of life and the public 
health approach to bereavement 
care have informed policy 
and practice at national and 
international levels.

Other innovative  
research streams
There are several other active 
research groups at the Institute, 
including:

  Brain and Bone Research led 
by Professor Minghao Zheng 
(UWA and Perron Institute)

  Genetic Epidemiology 
Research led by Professor 
Sulev Koks (Perron Institute 
and Murdoch University)

  Restorative Neurology 
Research, led by Professor 
Soumya Ghosh (Perron 
Institute and Sir Charles 
Gairdner Hospital)

  Epilepsy Research led by  
Dr Athanasios Gaitatzis 
(Perron Institute and  
Sir Charles Gairdner 
Hospital).

Translating Results into Community Benefit 13



COVID-19 research

In the words of ancient Greek philosopher Epictetus,  
‘It's not what happens to you, but how you react to it 
that matters.’ 

During COVID-19 our clinics 
stayed open to treat our 
neurological patients and our 
laboratories remained open  
for critical research.

Several of our researchers are 
involved in COVID-19 research. 

  Professor Steve Wilton 
and Dr May Aung-Htut, in 
collaboration with RAGE 
Biotech and Monash 
University, are involved in 
research using the antisense 
oligonucleotide technology 
to modify binding and reduce 
pathological effects in 

respiratory disorders such as 
asthma and COVID-19.

  Associate Professor Rakesh 
Veedu (Murdoch University 
and Perron Institute) is 
developing a throat spray to 
stop coronavirus infection 
spreading.

  Professor Sulev Koks  
(Perron Institute and 
Murdoch University) is 
developing a saliva test 
in collaboration with 
researchers at Telethon 
Kids Institute and Avicena 
Systems.

The global COVID-19 pandemic has created a surreal world. 
It has reached into every aspect of our society leading to a 
huge death toll and economic hardship and social turmoil 
worldwide. Even though Western Australia is a safe place 
compared to elsewhere, we were unable to totally escape 
the COVID-19 impacts in the earlier months of 2020, but 
pleasingly, with special arrangements in place, the Institute 
was able to continue its work.”
Steve Arnott, Perron Institute CEO 

Pictured below: Medical Director Clinical 
Professor David Blacker with patient; 
Professor Samar Aoun MND community 
consultation with Drew and Maureen
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04
Commercialisation -  
Key to Future Growth

Western Australia is driving economic growth through 
innovative capacity and technological announcements.

The Perron Institute is proud of 
its research commercialisation 
success. We have some of 
the brightest minds here in 
WA, solving complex genetic 
and neurological puzzles once 
thought beyond the realms of 
possibility.

WA, through the translational 
research achievements of the 
Perron Institute, can claim 5 out 
of 15 United States Food and 
Drug Administration approvals 
in Australia. Three approvals 
are outlined below and the 
fourth approval is connected to 
Perron Institute/UWA researcher 
Professor Minghao Zheng’s 
recent approval of a medical 
device via Orthocell.

There is enormous complexity 
in achieving such approvals, and 
significant timeframes involved. 

Some of our greatest stories 
of discovery and innovation 
started at the very beginning 

with Emeritus Professor Byron 
Kakulas, through to our current 
Scientific Director Professor 
Steve Wilton and his colleague 
Professor Sue Fletcher and their 
team, and beyond.

Duchenne muscular 
dystrophy
The molecular genetics-based 
technology developed for 
Duchenne muscular dystrophy 
provides hope, and the promise 
of better lives for children and 
adults around the world.

One of the biggest WA success 
stories in translating medical 
research into therapeutic 
applications is the development 
of three novel ‘gene patching’ 
drugs that have revolutionised 
the treatment of the devastating 
muscle-wasting disease 
Duchenne muscular dystrophy. 
This work was led by Professors 
Steve Wilton, Sue Fletcher and 
their team at the Perron Institute. 

The team is now based at the 
Centre for Molecular Medicine 
and Therapeutics. Their ‘gene 
patches’ were licensed through 
UWA to Sarepta Therapeutics 
(Cambridge, MA) who have now 
sponsored many clinical trials.

The advanced therapies 
developed by Professors 
Wilton and Fletcher and their 
team are extending the active 
lives of young boys who would 
otherwise be consigned to 
wheelchairs from the age of 
12 years. In total these drugs 
enable clinicians to treat up to 
30% of Duchenne patients.

These momentous 
achievements have laid the 
foundation to potentially treat 
a range of rare diseases as 
well as motor neurone disease, 
multiple sclerosis and COVID-19 
infections.

Commercialisation - Key to Future Growth 15



Driving discoveries 
forward 
One of the Perron Institute’s 
main aims is to strengthen 
and build on our successful 
foundations so we can operate 
sustainably over the long term. 

We aim to drive our discoveries 
forward, in particular supporting 
the critical early stages of drug 
development. It is at this stage 
that there’s great opportunity 
for growth.

Stroke
In Australia, a new or recurring 
stroke occurs every 9 minutes 
(National Stroke Foundation). 

Perron Institute researchers, 
led by Clinical Professor Neville 
Knuckey and Professor Bruno 
Meloni, have developed a 
neuroprotective treatment which 
is in advanced preclinical stage. 
Argenica Therapeutics has 
been established as a vehicle 
for the commercialisation of this 
promising treatment. 

We hope many people 
around the world will benefit 
from this potentially life 
changing treatment.

Infant stroke
Our researchers are working 
together to find a treatment 
for the devastating effects of 
infant stroke. 

They are applying the 
neuroprotective treatment for 
adult stroke to infant stroke 
models with the aim of reducing 
the severe and distressing 
consequences of this condition.

Hypoxic ischaemic 
encephalopathy (HIE) is a form 
of stroke that affects newborn 
babies. It is responsible for 23% 
of neonatal deaths worldwide 
and is the fifth leading cause 
of death in children under 

the age of five. (World Health 
Organisation). 

Statistics show that 15-20% of 
term infants who suffer HIE 
die and of those who survive, 
25% will develop a lifelong 
neurological disorder such 
as cerebral palsy, epilepsy or 
intellectual disability. Infant 
stroke can have devastating 
consequences for children 
facing a range of disabilities 
similar to those suffered by  
adult stroke victims. 

Motor neurone disease
This research focus is 
on applying antisense 
oligonucleotide technology to 
develop precision treatments 
for motor neurone disease.

The Motor Neurone Disease 
research team led by Professor 
Anthony Akkari (Perron Institute 
and Murdoch University) is 
developing novel therapeutics 
to target specific types of 
motor neurone disease. Black 
Swan Pharmaceuticals is an 
international collaboration set 
up to drive drug development 
forward. 

The team is bringing 
international industry and big 
pharma experience to this 
challenge, with significant 
progress being achieved in  
the pursuit of expedited  
drug development.

Neurotrauma and 
concussion
Improving the lives of people 
with traumatic brain injury. 

Professor Melinda (Lindy) 
Fitzgerald, who leads the 
Institute’s Neurotrauma 
Research group at Perron 
Institute and Curtin University, 
is the Chair of the national 
Traumatic Brain Injury Mission. 
The Mission, which has 

received $50 million in Federal 
Government funding over the 
next 10 years, involves scientists 
and clinicians from around 
Australia. 

Professor Fitzgerald is the 
CEO of Connectivity, a not-for-
profit organisation focused on 
concussion, and the Dean of 
Research at Curtin University. 
Her research team is also leading 
the Concussion REcovery STudy 
(CREST) study.

In 2020, Professor Fitzgerald 
was appointed as the Research 
representative on the Project 
Steering Group of the WA State 
Plan for Neuroscience.

Associate Professor Stuart 
Hodgetts (UWA and Perron 
Institute) and his team are 
developing strategies for treating 
spinal cord injury in collaboration 
with Associate Professor Jenny 
Rodger and Emeritus Professor 
Alan Harvey. 

Pictured below: Stroke Research group; 
Professor Melinda (Lindy) Fitzgerald 
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The picture painted in this 
Impact Report is of a medical 
research institute on the move. 
After several years of rapid 
expansion, the Institute is now 
in a phase of consolidation. 
We have created an integrated 
organisation that encompasses 
almost the full breadth of  
the neurological sciences.  
The Institute is first and 
foremost a medical research 
institute and thus our first 
priority continues to be 
engaging in research that 
directly benefits patients and 
the broader community.”
Steve Arnott,  
Perron Institute CEO

Pictured above (top to bottom): Ann and Alexa Jefferson; Loren Flynn, Frankie Theunissen and Anthony Akkari; Hon. Kate Doust MLC, Hon. Roger 
Cooke MLA, Professor Sue Fletcher and Professor Steve Wilton; Perron Institute Public Lecture 2021
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COMMERCIAL  
PARTNERSHIPS
Over the past few years, 
several spin-off companies 
have been established to 
drive the Perron Institute’s 
drug development forward.

Argenica Therapeutics
In 2020, Argenica 
Therapeutics was set up for 
the commercialisation of our 
preclinical stroke research led 
by Clinical Professor Neville 
Knuckey and Professor Bruno 
Meloni at the Perron Institute 
and UWA. Perron Institute 
Medical Director Clinical 
Professor David Blacker is 
the Chairman of the Clinical 
Advisory Committee and 
Professor Meloni is the Chief 
Scientific Officer. The company 
is scheduled to list on the 
Australian Stock Exchange  
mid 2021.  

Black Swan Pharmaceuticals
An international collaboration 
between Australia, the US and the 
UK, Black Swan Pharmaceuticals 
was established in 2019 to 
expedite drug development. 
Professor Anthony Akkari is the 
Chief Scientific Officer.

Syngenis
Syngenis was established 
in late 2020 by Associate 
Professor Rakesh Veedu 
(Murdoch University and Perron 
Institute) for the manufacture 
of research grade nucleic acids 
and to commercialise intellectual 
property created by A/Professor 
Veedu in the areas of diabetes 
and macular degeneration. 

SCIENTIFIC  
COLLABORATION 
RAGE Biotech
Professor Steve Wilton,  
in collaboration with RAGE 
Biotech and Monash University, 
is involved in research using 
antisense oligonucleotide 
technology in respiratory 
disorders such as the 
coronavirus, as well as other 
conditions such as sepsis  
and diabetes.

We also have Memoranda of 
Understanding with several 
scientific organisations locally, 
nationally and internationally.  
In Western Australia, this includes 
Preveceutical Medical, interstate 
we work with Genius, and 
internationally we collaborate 
with renowned researchers 
at Duke University and the 
University of Colorado.

One of the defining 
features of the 
Perron Institute 
is its success 
in research 
commercialisation 
and attracting 
industry interest 
and linkage. 

Our goal now is 
to strengthen 
and build on 
the Institute’s 
foundations so 
we can operate 
sustainably over 
the longer term.”
Professor Steve Wilton,   
Perron Institute Director 

Perron Institute18



05
Looking  
Ahead

BUILDING A 
NEW ERA OF 
DISCOVERY
We are continuing to expand our 
successful platform technology 
for Duchenne muscular dystrophy 
and applying it to other conditions 
such as asthma, motor neurone 
disease, multiple sclerosis and 
COVID-19 infections.

We’re training the next 
generation of neurologists 
by providing education 
opportunities for registrars 
in our treatment clinics and 
through clinical trials.

We also continue to expand 
the relationship between our 
clinicians and scientists by 
ensuring our patients can  
be involved in clinical trials.  
We intend to expand our clinics 
and resources to build our 
clinical trial capacity.

We are continuing to explore 
commercialisation avenues for 
our developing research and 
opportunities for future growth.

OUR 40TH  
ANNIVERSARY
As the first medical research 
institute in WA, we are thrilled 
to be celebrating our 40th 
Anniversary in 2022. 

We will be sharing our research 
success stories and celebrating 
the contributions of research 
heroes, among them our 
Founding Director Emeritus 
Professor Byron Kakulas AO, 
who still works at the Institute 
every day, and is still writing 
research papers and book 
chapters, and providing  
strategic advice to researchers 
and students.

We will also be highlighting the 
contributions of some of the 
hundreds of PhD students who 
have been part of the Perron 
Institute family and the key role of 
our Professors in training the next 
generation of neuroscientists and 
neurologists.

Stay tuned to our social  
media channels, newsletter  
and website as we share our 
exciting activities.

Pictured above: Plan Ahead 2021; Founding 
Director Emeritus Professor Byron Kakulas 
AO with Billy Ellsworth in the US Duchenne 
clinical trial
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06
Help Us Make  
an Impact

The Perron Institute’s commitment to the next phase 
of growth means expanding our research footprint in 
neurological diseases affecting people around the world.

With your support, we plan 
to expand our research in the 
following areas:

Neurotrauma
There is an opportunity to 
expand the Neurotrauma 
Research group led by 
Professor Lindy Fitzgerald 
(Curtin University and Perron 
Institute). This group is 
seeking an appointment for 
an epidemiologist to gather 
cohesive and meaningful data in 
areas such as concussion.

Aboriginal and Rural Health
The Perron Institute aims 
to expand its reach into 
regional and rural Western 
Australia. Professor Samar 
Aoun (Perron Institute and La 
Trobe University), who heads 
Palliative Care Research, is 
seeking a senior lecturer level 
appointment to drive her team’s 
community-focused research 
forward in the aboriginal 
community.

Genomic Medicine
The Genetic Epidemiology 
Research group led by Professor 
Sulev Koks (Perron Institute 
and Murdoch University) is 
looking to expand its research 
by studying the structure of the 
genome to stratify treatment to 
achieve improved targeting for 
community benefit.

There are other ways to help us 
make a positive impact in the 
community.

  Donations for equipment  
and research 

  Sponsorship

  Naming Rights

  Bequests

  Gifts in Wills

With your help, we can find 
answers for people with 
neurological disorders and 
give them hope.

For more information,  
please contact:

Denise Cheir
Director of Marketing  
and Fundraising

0422 846 844
denise.cheir@perron.uwa.edu.au
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Thank You 
Thank you for your generous support 
in various ways.

A special thank you to our 
donors.

We are grateful to our 
Board members and various 
Committee members, both  
past and present.

We acknowledge the vision and 
support of Emeritus Professor 
Bryant Stokes AO and the 

contribution of the Sarich family 
for the Sarich neuroscience 
building in which we are housed.

Without you our successes 
would not be possible. 

Together, we can keep striving 
ahead to help our communities – 
in Western Australia and across 
the world. 
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Alone we  
can do so little, 
together we can 
do so much.”  
Helen Keller

“


